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caused strangulation. All such items, 
including jiunp ropes, should be used 
only imder supervision and kept in 
storage at other times. 

A Missing or poorly maintained fences. Apply 
guidelines for safe playground equipment to 
fences. 

A Grounds in poor condition. Trash, toxic 
material, broken glass, hypodermic needles, 
damaged safety signs, tripping obstacles aind 
standing water are all hazards in a play area. 

A Equipment in a general state of disrepair. 
Rot, rust, warping, cracking, bending, 
termite infestation, emd broken or missing 
components are signs of disrepair. 

A Electrical apparatus accessible to 
children. Air conditioners, switch 
boxes, transformers, etc., should be 
made inaccessible to children. 

A Equipment for organized games should be in 
g(^ repair and designed for safe play (e.g., 
padded steel basketball posts, stvtrdy soccer 
goals firmly anchored in the ground). 

A Pools of water accessible to children. Chil- 
dren should use wading pools, buckets of 
water, etc., only tmder close supervision. 
Swimming pools should conform to na- 
tional, regional, state and local standards, 
ordinances and codes. Toddlers and 
preschoolers are at high risk for drc'. -ning 
when playing near pools. Inadequate gates 
and fences are a common cause of young 
children entering pools unsupervised. 

Good playgrounds are never finished. 



How can parents improve children’s playgrounds? 

^ Learn about playground safety. Teach your 
child about safety — you are not always with 
them. 

Evaluate your child's playgrounds using the 
CPSC Hcmdbook. Ask to see the maintenance 
records. Expensive is not necessarily safe. 
Notify school principal, child care center direc- 
tor or public park director of serious play- 
groimd hazards. Document your findings with 
the CPSC Safety Handbook. If no action is 
taken, go to the next higher level of adminis- 
t.ation — school board, parks board. Be cour- 
teous, factual and informed. 

Regulate and limit your children's television 
viewing and provide regular opportimities for 
active play. Many children are injured because 
they have poorly developed motor skills. Ex- 
cessive TV viewing coupled with jrmk food 
consumption is damaging to children's fitness 
? nd health. 

\^sit child care centers or schools during out- 
door play time to evaluate playgroimd super- 
vision. At least two adults should be on the 
playground so that children are never left 
alone. The total number of children should not 
be greater them the equipment can reasonably 
acconunodate. Supervisors should move about 
the playground — assisting, encouraging and 
observing children. 

Determine whether all adults who supervise 
children during outdoor play have regular 
training in playgroimd safety, first aid and 
medical emergency practices. 

f AMocIatlon for Childhood Education Intomatlonal A 
I 11501 Georgia Avenue, Suite 315 | 

I Wheaton, Maryland 20902 j 

V 600-423-3563 J 
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JAultiage classrooms are 
sought out by educators and 
parents as a preferred 
option to traditional same- 
age, same-grade classrooms. 
What is it about multiage 
classrooms that has inspired 
this interest and produced 
enthusiastic dedication from 
administrators, teachers, 
parents and children? 



Same-grade Versus Multiage: 
WhaVs ^estfor Children? 

Organizing and classifying children by age has long been 
the norm for public education. The graded school sys- 
tem, however, is based on some false assumptions about 
children and education. 

Graded schools assume that same-age children are 
the same in development and needs. The multiage class- 
room assumes that all children are different in their de- 
velopment and needs. These differences are considered 
natural and normal. 

Graded schools assume that same-age children can 
be taught in the same way. The focus, therefore, is on 
teaching rather than learning. In the multiage classroom, 
the focus is on learning. The teacher facilitates learning 
by respecting each child’s learning rate and style. Learn- 
ing is child-centered rather than curriculum-centered. 

Graded schools focus on education as a product 
rather than a process. The child who has mastered cer- 
tain skills is a success, while the child who has not is a 
failure. In the multiage classroom, each child is on his 
or her own path of learning. Children are not judged by 
comparisons with same-age classmates, but are sup- 
ported and challenged in their own journey of learning. 
Every child can find success. 

What Does nesearch Say? 

Research indicates that academic achievement in 
multiage classrooms is the same as, or better than, in 
same-grade classrooms. Multiage classrooms do not nega- 
tively affect student achievement. Students in multiage 
classrooms do have significantly more positive attitudes 
toward school, themselves and others. 



Association for Childhood Education International 
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Multiple jHtelUgences: 

Different Ways 
of Learning 
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C hildren’s ways of learning are 
as different as the colors of the 
rainbow. All people have different per- 
sonalities, preferences and tastes. Teach- 
ers and parents need to be aware of and 
value these differences. Through observa- 
tion, parents can learn what kind of 
learners their children are. Once par- 
ents know what kind of learner their child 
is, they can then develop activities that 
make the most of their child’s abilities. 



Extrovert Learners 

♦ Are very social 

♦ Can "read" the feelings and behaviors of 
others 

♦ Are excellent leaders and enjoy being part 
of a group 

♦ Can help peers and work cooperatively 
with others 

Suggestions for Parents 

♦ Play family games 

♦ Encourage your child to participate in 
group activities 

♦ Encourage discussions and problem solving 

Introvert Learners 

♦ Like to work independently 

♦ Are very self-motivated and prefer solitary 
activities 

♦ March to a different drummer 

♦ Have the ability to imderstand their own 
feelings, motivations and moods 

Suggestions for Parents 

♦ Give your child time to work or play 
alone 

♦ Ask your child to make something for 
the whole family to enjoy 

♦ Encourage your child to keep a diary or 
journal 

You can provide a great deal of msight into how 
your child learns. Educators strive to provide a 
learning environment where every child experi- 
ences success. 



Association for Childhood Education International 
11501 Georgia Avenue, Suite 315 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902 
800-423-3563 
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